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Radio Arts Foundation Presents
“Careers in the Arts: Dance” and
“Careers in the Arts: Opera” LIVE!
THE RADIO ARTS FOUNDATION PRESENTED two installments of our new live discussion series. “Careers in the
Arts: Dance” was held on June 5th, followed by “Careers
in the Arts: Opera” on October 16, 2016. Each event at
the Centene Auditorium featured five distinguished panelists in conversation with esteemed facilitators to speak on
how they achieved success in their field. Sponsored by the
Whitaker Foundation “Careers in the Arts” events were
free and open to the public.

Careers in the Arts: Dance Panelists – Sally Brayley Bliss, Michael Uthoff,
Alicia Graf Mack, Antonio Douthit-Boyd, Kirven Douthit-Boyd, Christine
Knoblauch-O’Neal, Erin Warner Prange

“Careers in the Arts: Dance” presented Dance St. Louis
Executive Director Emerita Sally Brayley Bliss and Artistic
Director Michael Uthoff to facilitate discussion between
Kirven and Antonio Douthit-Boyd of COCA, Alicia Graf
Mack of Webster University, Christine Knoblauch-O’Neal
of Washington University and Erin Warner Prange of The
Big Muddy Dance Company.
“Careers in the Arts: Opera” welcomed Timothy O’Leary,
General Director of Opera Theatre of St. Louis as he hosted
and facilitated a discussion with Gene Dobbs Bradford,
President and CEO of Jazz St. Louis; Christine Brewer,
famed operatic soprano; Rick Dildine, Artistic and Executive Director of Shakespeare Festival St. Louis; Duane
Martin Foster, acclaimed vocalist, educator and St. Louis
native; and Amy Kaiser, Director of the St. Louis Symphony Chorus.
Panelists from various areas of the industry shared stories
of achievement and struggle, advice they received along the
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Careers in the Arts: Opera Panelists – Rick Dildine, Duane Martin Foster,
Christine Brewer, Gene Dobbs Bradford, Timothy O’Leary & Amy Kaiser

way, thoughts on the current state of the profession and more.
Following the live on-air broadcast, the panel opened up a half
hour Q & A with the event’s attendees. RAF-STL would like to
thank all of the panelists who donated their time to making this
program a momentous success!

JUST ANNOUNCED

The Artist Presentation Society now has
an award billed as Radio Arts Foundation
Audience Choice Award!
Learn more about the Artist Presentation Society at: apsmusic.org

New Programs
At the Crossroads
Replacing the Blues Museum program, this syndicated show is
hosted by Brant Zwiter from Canada. It focuses on blues music
and other genres such as soul, R&B, swing, delta, zydeco and
other styles that fit under its umbrella. The artists featured are
from North America and around the world, and the program
airs at 9 pm every Friday night.
Inspiration
This new program, sponsored by the Whitaker Foundation,
highlights the careers of a notable artists who will discuss what
inspired them in their profession. In 2016, it will feature musicians
from the St. Louis Symphony, and will be available on our website for anyone to hear. The program debuts December 2016.
Holiday Program Schedule
RAF-STL brings back its delightful variety of holiday programs
to the air with the following schedule.
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 ach’s Christmas Oratorio – Friday, 12/2/16
B
at 8-10:30pm
 et Another Partridge in a Pear Tree – Tuesday,
Y
12/13/16 at 7:20am, Thursday 12/15/16 at 5:20pm
 chaikovsky’s The Nutcracker (Complete Ballet) –
T
Tuesday, 12/20/16 at 8:00-9:30pm
Handel’s Messiah – Sunday, 12/18/16 at 8-10:30pm
 Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols from Kings
A
College Cambridge – Friday, 12/23/16 at 4-5:30pm
 Chanukah Celebration with Chicago a cappella –
A
12/26/16 at 4-5pm and Saturday 12/31/16 at 4-5pm

Sundays with Shakespeare
RAF-STL is thrilled to present a new program featuring all of
Shakespeare’s 37 plays starting on Sunday, January 1, 2017 at
1:00 pm. Each play will be presented in its entirety on a weekly
basis and a schedule of the plays will be listed on our website.
This new program has sponsorships still available. If interested,
please contact Oather Kelly 314-881-3076 or email:
okelly@rafstl.org

CD Library Expansion

The Radio Arts Foundation is proud to announce the introduction
of more than 17,000 new tracks to the station library, made
possible by the generosity of two parties and their support of
the arts. The first batch of entries came from Classical 101
WRR, a classical station located in Dallas, TX that graciously
offered their 7,000 track digital library to us. (We currently now
have 30,000 tracks of music.)
In addition to that gift, RAF was fortunate enough to receive a
major contribution from late listener Rev. Richard A. Knudsen.
In September of 2014, Rev. Knudsen left the Radio Arts Foundation more than three thousand CDs from his personal collection. An expansive array of music across genres, the library
included titles spanning from Debussy to Sinatra. After traveling
to Rev. Knudsen’s home in Union, MO, our staff brought back
enough CDs to fill our studio and more! Since that time, we
have been working to import and transfer this physical collection into our digital library.
The Radio Arts Foundation is thrilled to offer an even wider selection of music to our listeners by further expanding our library,
and we are extremely grateful to those supporters who made
these contributions possible!

On-Air Fall Fund drive
Sept 12-16th and Fall Drive
Thank you to all who supported RAF-STL during our on-air
fund drive and fall drive! Special thanks to Thriess and Lynn
Britton for their challenge gift of $5,000, which was matched
by listener donations. Also, we wanted to thank two pairs of
donors who volunteered to speak on our behalf for the on-air
drive — Alberto & Berta Goldgaber and Sherida & Douglas
Tollefsen. Kudos to board members Mike Scully and Thriess
Britton for their on-air interviews and to Julie Schuster from our
Advocacy Council.
Our operations would not be possible without your support. Your
donations help keep the Sound of Art playing over the airwaves!

RAF’s Jim Doyle with donors Alberto &
Berta Goldgaber

Donors Douglas & Sherida Tollefsen

On November 29, 2016, RAF-STL will take part in Giving Tuesday, an international initiative to kick off the giving season and celebrate generosity among charities, families,
businesses, community centers and students.
To learn more, visit: givingtuesday.org

New Board Members
We are pleased to introduce you to two new board members
— John Russell and David Diener. John Russell is a Senior
Vice President/Investments and the branch manager for Stifel
Nicolaus, Clayton branch. He is on the board of several nonprofits, including Shakespeare Festival, Leigh Gerdine College
of Fine Arts at Webster University, Opera Theatre, Bright Point
Health (Chairman) and is a commissioner for the Regional Arts
Commission.
David Diener is retired and past Vice President and Relationship Manager at St. Louis Trust Company. He serves on the
board of several nonprofits, including St. Louis Public Library
Foundation, St. Louis Science Center, COCA and stl250.

BROADCASTER SPOTLIGHT:

Tom Sudholt

Tom Sudholt is in his 30th year
of broadcasting after getting
his start by cold-calling the late
KFUO-FM Classic 99 in February 1986 to see if they had
any openings. Tom spoke of his
comprehensive knowledge and
passion for all things regarding
classical music – especially recordings thereof. Hired soon after in a part-time capacity, Tom
began his career in classical
Tom Sudholt
radio and never looked back,
having worked at KFUO-FM until
its last days and committing to RAF at its inception.
Initially pursuing law, Tom graduated from St. Louis University
with a B.A. in Political Science. His education in classical music
began much earlier, however, as an interest acquired and independently explored from childhood. Carrying this passion with
him, Tom’s career has developed consistently over the years to
his present position as Program Director and afternoon weekday announcer at the Radio Arts Foundation.
Says Tom, “It is an amazing privilege to be able to continue
doing a career that really is a vocation. Being Program Director allows me to more directly influence the sound and vibe of
RAF-STL by keeping what was good about the former station
and expanding upon it. RAF-STL is a media platform to give
voice to all the arts in the St. Louis area, as well as a refuge
from the usual noise generated by 21st century life. RAF-STL
is an oasis of sorts where people’s differences can disappear
while our basic commonalities remain in the communal sharing
of the best humanity offers via great music and all the arts.”

RAF Air Support
Are you 40 or younger? Do you like
music? (Not just classical music, but
jazz, blues, crossover, broadway…)
Are you energized by the arts and
culture scene in St. Louis?
Air Support’s mission is to keep the
arts aloft for the rising generation, and
if you meet the ‘enlistment criteria’
noted above, then we need you to
Julie Schuster
join us to spread the word about
RAF-STL and help plan some exciting
events for other performing arts aficionados in 2017!
We are looking for people who like to host parties and network
with other young professionals in St. Louis, listeners who are
passionate about our radio station, and those interested in
learning more about how a startup non-profit works. Students
are welcome!
If you are interested, contact Julie Schuster at jschuster@
rafstl.org. She will be glad to tell you more about the group
and make sure that you hear about future Air Support events.
Be a part of the voice for all the arts in St. Louis…
show your Air Support!

From Our Listeners and Guests
The arts community and listeners love us, and we love them!
“RAF-STL provides invaluable service not only to the St. Louis listening
public, but to our whole arts community. We are so blessed to have a station
committed to supporting the arts in this community and to sending out
over the airwaves the most beautiful sounds that human beings create.”
— Timothy O’Leary, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis

“The vitality of local interest is the one thing that cannot be served by
anything other than a truly devoted radio station which lets people know
what is happening within the area and promotes its local artists. It is one
thing you can’t do with satellite radio and it is a great outlet and necessity
in any city that has a vibrant arts culture.”
— Leonard Slatkin, Music Director of the Detroit Symphony Orchestra

“Just a quick note of thanks for keeping classical music alive in St. Louis.
I was introduced to classical music in St. Louis when I moved in 1987. I
have tried to listen to other classical stations during my travels, but to no
avail. There is something about the on-air hosts that keep me listening
and enjoying programs that are offered. I no longer live in St. Louis, but
with modern technology I can continue to listen and support your great
station. Please continue to keep up the great work and we will continue
our support all the way from Maryland.”
— Ken Futch and Family, RAF Listener from Maryland

Do you have a passion for music and want to help us achieve our mission and have fun? If you have 4-5 hours
one or two days a week and have good writing and computer skills and like to talk with people, help is needed with
grant writing and research, correspondence, talking with donors and assisting at events.
Please contact Linda Shedlofsky at 314-881-3064 or email her at: lshedlofsky@rafstl.org for more information.

Corporate and Foundation Partners
RAF salutes these corporations, and foundations for their generosity
and in helping to make our station available to the St. Louis community.

Board of Directors
William C. Rusnack
President

Babette Meiners
Treasurer

Jim Connett

General Manager

Thriess Britton
Spencer Burke
David Diener
Julian I. Edison
Art Fitzgerald
Deanne Lane
Noémi K. Neidorff
James L. Nouss
Lisa W. Nouss
Mabel L. Purkerson, M.D.
John Russell

The Bernoudy Foundation
Mabel Dorn Reeder Foundation and Sanford N. McDonnell Foundation
The Mary Ranken Jordan and Ettie A. Jordan Charitable Foundation
William R. Orthwein, Jr and Laura Rand Orthwein Foundation, Inc.
Pershing Charitable Trust

thirds have graduated

HOUSEHOLD INCOME: Close to two-thirds of its audience lived in households with at least $75,000
GENDER: While almost equal, slightly more men listen than women
AGE: The majority of classical radio listeners are over the age of 35
LISTENING LOCATION: Home & car
TIME SPENT LISTENING: On average, classical listeners tune-in four hours & fifteen minutes per week
PEAK LISTENING TIME: Between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., Monday through Friday
SIGNAL STRENGTH: Our station boasts an FM frequency with a listenership range of 20 miles radius

from the Manchester/Hanley tower, an HD2 FM
frequency @ KNOU HD2, 96.3, with a 50 mile
radius from the tower located in Shrewsbury, MO
and a web streaming component broadcasting
worldwide @rafstl.org

Debra Hollingsworth
Chair

Joan Briccetti

Dr. Katja Georgieff
David Halen
Dr. Barbara Harbach
Carolyn F. Henges
Lawrence P. Katzenstein
Kenneth Kranzberg
Marylen Mann
Minoo Mehta
Robert C. Packman, M.D.
Mary Pillsbury-Wainwright
Peggy A. Ritter
Marsha Rusnack
Julie Schuster
Dr. Donald M. Suggs
Trish Muyco-Tobin
Sherida Tollefsen, M. D

Join our growing list of advertisers:
Sheldon Theatre
St. Louis Speaker Series
Webster University
Willows at Brooking Park
Muny
Shubert Designs
A Floral Gallery

Metro Imaging
Ready Readers
Lacefield Music
Signature Medical Group
Lifelong Learning Institute
Delmar Gardens
And more!

Contact Oather Kelly at 314.881.3523 or email okelly@rafstl.org
Connect
With Us:

Advocacy Council

Pat Fogle

PRICING: Will fit your budget and get your message to the community
EDUCATION: Nearly 90 percent of classical music listeners have attended college and nearly two-

Fox Theatre
Hilliker Corporation
Dance St. Louis
Bach at the Sem
City Arch River
Delmar Gardens
Kranzberg Arts Foundation

Donna Wilkinson

Allison Felter

Advertise with RAF. Here’s Why!

St. Louis Symphony
Mercy
Opera Theatre St. Louis
Washington University
Steinway Piano
St. Louis University
Maryville University

Michael Scully

Radio Arts Foundation operates as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization broadcasting 24/7 at
107.3 FM and 96.3 KNOU HD2 and is a one-of-a-kind local radio station committed to offering
outstanding programming in support of the arts for the benefit of the St. Louis community.

Dr. Susan Uchitelle
Phoebe Dent Weil
Elizabeth Weinman

Honorary
Council Members
Marie-Hélène Bernard
Arden Fisher
Pris McDonnell
Timothy O’Leary
David Robertson

